


« My grandfather was a sailor. He had a
naked woman tattooed on his upper arm,
and | remember him only as a smell of fish
and salt, tar and tobacco; a smoky vision
created mainly by the stories my mother
told me about him. He came from an island
on the west-coast of Norway, a tiny harbour
filled with foreign ships and languages,
fishermen, sailors and children waiting for
their fathers to come home from the sea.

Alandscape of wind, vast ocean and women
standing looking out at the horizon, praying
the ocean to carry their men back home.
Weathered faces, sore hands and churches
with boats hanging from the ceiling in hope
for protection.

The sea connects us, it lies between the
continents and somehow draws invisible
lines between the different corners of the
world. Facing this moody creature, we are
all the same. Endlessly small against the
force of nature. Swearing at it, praying to
it, depending on it and fighting to control
it, the ocean lives by its own ageless rules.

No-one captures this battle between man
and nature like Herman Melville in “Moby
Dick”. The book tells the tale of a whaling
expedition, but also the story of an obses-
sion, and an investigation into the mea-
ning of life. It is filled with strong images,
fascinating characters; the violently beau-
tiful ocean with its unpredictable strength
against the fragile ship balancing on the
surface of the endless depth of the myste-
rious underwater-world. An ancient white
whale and captain steering his ship into
destruction. Against the fathomless infinity
of the sea, the big questions of existence
rises in the human heart. Moby Dick is a
book you come back to, again and again,
because each time you discover a new
layer, as it is gripping, funny and filled with
strange wisdom.

| would like to stage this beast of a book,
to translate this massive literary work into
a visual piece of theatre, featuring 6 ac-
tor-puppeteers, a musical quintet and a
giant whale puppet.»
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